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ENGLISH (COMPULSORY) 
[According to the syllabus of 2021]1/A 

First Paper 
Time—1hour 

Full Marks – 45 
                                                               Subject code: 

 

 

[N.B-The figures in the right margin indicate full marks.] 

Read the passage below and answer the questions  

26 March, our Independence Day, is the biggest state festival. The day is celebrated every year in the 

country with great enthusiasm and fervour. It is a national holiday. All offices, educational institutions, 

shops and factories remain closed on this day. The day begins with 31 gunshots.  Early in the morning 

the President and the Prime Minister on behalf of the nation place floral wreaths at the National 

Musolium at Savar. Then diplomats, political parties, social and cultural organisations, and freedom 

fighters pay homage to the martyrs. People from all walks of life also come there with rallies and 

processions. There are several cultural programmes throughout the day highlighting the heroic 

struggle and sacrifice in 1971. 

The country also witness a smartly dressed parade of defence forces, border guards, police, ansars and 

the VDP (Village Defense Party) at the National Parade Ground near the National Parliament. In 

Bangabandhu Stadium, school children, scouts and girl guides take part in various displays to entertain 

thousands of spectators. The educational institutions also organise their individual programmes. 

Sports meets and tournaments are also organised on the day including the exciting boat race in the 

river Buriganga. 

In the evening, all major public buildings are illuminated with colourful lights. Bangla Academy, 

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and other socio-cultural organisations hold cultural functions. Similar 

functions are also arranged in other places in the country. 

1. Choose the best answer from the alternates.                                                                                     1x10=10 

a)  On Independence Day the National Parade is held  ________ 

    (i)  at the National Parade ground.      (ii)  in the streets.    

    (iii)  in the decorated vehicles.     (iv)  in Dhaka Stadium. 

 b)  The celebration of Independence Day begins with    ______________ 

       (i)  gunshots        (ii)  placing wreaths at the National Memorial.   

     (iii)  the display of parades by defence forces.   (iv)  processions   

c)  The National Musolium is   _________________  

     (i) on Dhaka University campus.   (ii)  at Ramna Park.  (iii) at Savar.   (iv)  near Dhaka Medical College.  
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d) What is the main purpose of the author of the passage? 

    i) to highlight the celebration of Independence Day   ii) to describe our tradition  

    iii) to show us the way of arranging programmes    iv) to show our nationalism  

e) “ …….freedom fighters pay homage to the martyrs” means that they __________ 

    i) highlight the sacrifice of the martyrs   ii) maintain silence   

   iii) praise highly of the martyrs    iv) show due respect and gratitude to the martyrs  

f) Which of the following activities is done on the Independence Day? 

     i) illuminating all the major public buildings     

     ii) organizing debating programmes only  

    iii) organizing cultural programmes by different persons only    

    iv) arranging fairs only  

g) The word ‘illuminated’ means_______________ 

   (i) authority        (ii)enlightened             (iii)planning                  (iv)educated   

h) A diplomat is person who ____________ 

    i) represents his own country   

    ii) highlights their political and social interest to the world community 

    iii) creates anarchy among people     

    iv) participates in games and sports   

i) What does the phrase ‘heroic struggle’ means ____________ 

    i) simple struggle     ii) timid effort               iii) highly courageous struggle         iv) typical struggle  

j) The expression ‘pay homage’ means _______________ 

    i) showing respect      ii) remembering the dead   

    iii) visiting martyrs’ home     iv) pay huge sum of money  

Read the passage below and answer the following question: 

On May 1st in 1886, inspired by the trade unions(2), half of the workers at the McCormic Harvester 

Company in Chicago went on strike demanding an eight-hour workday. Two days later, a workers’ rally 

was held near the McCormic Hervester Company and about 6000 workers had joined it. The rally was 

addressed by the labour leaders. They urged the workers to stand together, to go on with their 

struggle and not to give in to their bosses. Just at this moment some strikebreakers started leaving the 

meeting place. The strikers went down the street to bring them back. Suddenly about 200 policemen 

attacked them with clubs and revolvers. One striker was killed instantly, five or six others were 

seriously wounded and many of them were badly injured.   
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The events of May 1, 1886 is a reminder that workers will continue to be exploited until they stand up 

and speak out to gain better working conditions, better pay and better lives. 

2. Fill in the blanks with suitable words:                                                                                                     1x5=5                                

May first is an international Workers Day. On this day in 1886, workers in Chicago city went on a 

(a)_______ demanding an eight hour workday. They brought out a rally which was (b)_______ by the 

labour leaders. Suddenly the policemen (c)_______ the rally. One striker was killed and many others 

were (d)_______. This tragic incidence of the workers’ movement is (e)________ as May Day all over 

the world.  

Altaf Mahmud was a musician, cultural activist and martyred freedom fighter of the Bangladesh 

Liberation War. He was and on the 23rd December 1933. He was also a language activist of the 

Language Movement and composer of Amar Bhaier Rokte Rangano— the famous song written to 

commemorate the event. During the 19 50s, he sang gonoshongit in many places to support the 

movement. He tuned the song 'Amar Bhaier Rokte Rangano' in 1969, in Zahir Raihan's film Jibon Theke 

Neya. Altaf Mahmud took part in the Liberation War in 1971. He created a secret camp inside his 

house for the freedom fighters. But as the secret was revealed, Pakistan army caught him on August 

30, 1971. He was tortured by them. A lot of other guerrilla war fighters were also captured by the Pak 

army on that day. Along with most of them, he was lost ever since. His patriotic songs which were then 

broadcast at the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra also inspired the war fighters at that time. In 1977, Altaf 

Mahmud was awarded the Ekushey Padak posthumously for his valuable contribution to Bengali 

culture and the War of Liberation.   

3. Read the passage. Now, complete the table with relevant information from the text.              1x6=6 

Biography of Altaf Mahmud 

Known as Musician, cultural activist and martyred freedom fighter 

Lifespan From 23rd December 1933 to (i) …………….   

Who What Event/Activity Time/ When Place/Where Purpose 

Altaf 
Mahmud 

singer  (ii) ………   during the 
1950s 

in many places to inspire the 
activists of the 
Language 
Movement 

Altaf 
Mahmud 

(iii) ______ tuned the song 
'Amar Bhaier 
Rokte Rangano' 

(iv)………    in Zahir 
Raihan's film 
Jibon Theke 
Neya 

 

Altaf 
Mahmud 

freedom 
fighter 

(iv)………….    in 1971 (vi) ….   
 

to free the 
country 

      

 

4. Summarize the above passage in no more than 80 words.                                                                         10 

5. Write a paragraph on A Book Fair               14 


